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To whom it may concern,

As the Member of Parliament for Wyre Forest, on behalf of the number of residents who have
contacted me, | wish to raise their objections to yet a further speculative plan ning application in
an area which has not been identified by either planning authority needing additional housing
needs.

The continued absence of a legally adopted strategic plan by Malvern Hills District Council is
undermining the neighbouring community of Stourport-on-Severn. Once again, the local
community finds itself compelled to oppose another speculative planning application that
encroaches upon the settlement boundary and accelerates urban sprawl into agricultural land.

This proposed development represents a clear example of unsustainable growth. It extends
Stourport’s built area into open countryside, contrary to principles of sustainable development
and good spatial planning. The encroachment threatens to erode the character of the
surrounding landscape, fragment agricultural land, and weaken community cohesion.

By contrast, Wyre Forest District Council, through its legally adopted Local Plan, has
undertaken a comprehensive sustainability appraisal assessing the social, environmental, and
economic impacts of development across the district. That plan identifies sufficient land within
Stourport, including brownfield sites and one specific adjacent allocation, to meet local
housing needs for the lifetime of the Local Plan.

This speculative proposal falls outside those planned allocations and would therefore exceed
the identified capacity for sustainable growth. Approving it would undermine the evidence
based Local Plan process and create an imbalance in housing distribution, with negative social,
environmental, and economic consequences as recognised in Wyre Forest’s sustainability
assessment.

The proposed development relies heavily on Stourport’s existing infrastructure, including
schools, medical services, and recreational facilities, all of which are accessed primarily via
Dunley Road and the Severn crossing. This area already suffers from severe congestion,
particularly at peak times, due to the limited capacity of the existing bridge and the narrow one-
way system through the town centre.

The need for a Stourport Relief Road and an additional river crossing has been acknowledged for
decades, dating back to the 1970s. Despite repeated recognition of this critical infrastructure
shortfall, no such improvements have been able to be financed and no S106 for the last 40
years have been allocated to address this. Without these vital transport links, any further
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housing growth will exacerbate existing congestion, air quality concerns, and safety risks,
rendering the proposal unsustainable under current conditions.

Until a comprehensive transport solution is implemented, additional development placing
further pressure on the local road network should not be supported.

The applicant’s own submission identifies the underlying bedrock as a Principal Aquifer,
characterised by high intergranular permeability. Under normal conditions, such geology allows
water to infiltrate readily. However, in periods of prolonged rainfall or in low-lying areas, the
aquifer can become saturated, significantly increasing the risk of groundwater flooding.

This is not a theoretical concern, it is already a documented issue affecting local residents in
this area. Evidence of existing flooding to properties near Pearl Lane is attached to this
submission. Any further development that increases impermeable surfaces and road runoff will
exacerbate these problems, placing additional pressure on an already saturated groundwater
system and worsening flood risk both on-site and to neighbouring properties.

This application represents speculative, unsustainable expansion beyond planned
development boundaries. It conflicts with established Local Plan policies, undermines
coordinated strategic planning, and would significantly worsen infrastructure pressures already
affecting Stourport-on-Severn.

For these reasons, | strongly object to the proposed development and urge the planning
authority to refuse this application.

Yours-faithfully
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Mark Garnier

cc: Wyre Forest District Council Planning Department






